|| VISION WEEKEND * JAN. 17-18

T ogether we will take a look at Pilgrirms

of three members of our congregation.

We pray that you take some time to think
about what God has done for you in fhe
past and how He will bless Pilgrim in the
future.

You do not want to miss these persadnal
testimonies from the heart.
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For His /él;ry

past, present and future through the gyes

COMING SOON:

KEY DATES
Jan. 7-11 Awareness Gatherings
Jan. 17-18 Vision Weekend

Jan. 25 Pastor Kieschnick
preaches

Feb. 15 Celebration & Commit
ment Weekend

March 8 First Fruits Sunday
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For His al-_(;ry

Glory belongs to God, whose power is at work in us.
this power, He can do infinitely more than we can

imagine. Ephesians 3:20
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Dear Fellow Members of Pilgrim,

| can't believe that it is already the middle of Noner.
It seems like the time is just flying by. However, jastew
months ago when Hurricane Ike hit, time seemed to and
still while waiting for power to be restored. After we-
ceived power at the church, our capital stewardship corgimit
tee met and decided to postpone the campaign until Janu-
ary. We felt that it was more important for all oftasreac
out to those in need than move forward with the canmpaig

Our members received various degrees of damage tq theil
property. Some as simple as fences blown down, taH%
of complete roofs and major damage to the interior eir
homes. We had a door offering for the needs of our cogre-
gation and our school. The Boy Scouts from our cong ga—
tion helped people clear their yards of debris. The 'i o]
had two ice cream socials as fundraisers for the netds
school family. All of the money raised was matchadj b
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. We are continuingpegp
and disperse money wherever it is needed. Our you
looking at a time when they can go to Galveston to help
the cleanup effort.

We are now finally back on track and looking foravéw
the exciting campaign in January entitled “For His r§lo
Let us continue to remember that we are not doing t s to
bring glory to our church, but to bring Glory to God alomhg|.
hope and pray that you each will take an active role aqd b
regular in your attendance this January as we learnt gbou
God’s dream for this congregation.

God'’s blessings to you as we begin this exciting pyr
of faith.

For His Glory,
Pastor Bauer

ACCEPT THE CALL

AWARNESS GATHERINGS
Set for January

A fellow member will be calling in the next few months t
invite you to attend one of several informal gather|ngs
planned during the first week of January. These sowills
be the perfect

setting to share in the excitement of the capital cagnpask
guestions, and enjoy fellowship with other members.




START OFF THE NEW YEAR WITH “ FOR HIS GLORY”BIBLE STUDIES
January 25—February 1st

The new year will bring a special 4-week bible study for @gssmall groups in addition to a one-time
bible study for Pilgrim groups that meet once a month sackVinGS, Women of Worth and Young at
Heart. Pastor Bauer will also lead an inspirationalebdblidy during those four Sundays for the congrega-
tion in the sanctuary. To encourage daily prayer allwmutapital campaign, the prayer team will provide
each home with a devotional calendar duttigjon WeekendJan. 17 & 18.

See you there in 2009!

Thinking About Your Gift

Levels of Giving to Produce...
Weekly
Commitment

$ 2.00
$ 5.00
$ 10.00
$ 15.00
$ 25.00
$ 50.00
$ 75.00
$ 100.00
$ 250.00
$ 350.00
$ 375.00
$ 46154
$ 769.23
$ 961.54
$ 1,923.08
$ 2,884.62

Total (156 weekK
Commitment

312.00
780.00
1,560.00
2,340.00
3,900.00
7,800.00
11,700.00
15,600.00
39,000.00
54,600.00
58,500.00
72,000.00
120,000.00
150,000.00

regular giving.

*Giving is for 3 years over and above qur

“Not Equal Giving But Equal Sacrifice”

Ways to Give:Cash, real estate, stocks
bonds, life insurance policies or cash va
of policies, antiques, works of art, jewel
coin or stamp collections, income tax refu n

or an irrevocable or revocable trust
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IPilgrim came together to support families who were :§eri-
sously impacted by Hurricane Ike through donatlons a

-youth vs. staff softball game & hot dog fundraiser a4 yv
.as two ice cream socials held at the school. @htw

. matched the funds, taking the total effort to nearly $7 DOO

Praise God! .
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GOD HAS APLAN FOR YOU

When John Thomisee and his wife became members ofrRilgitheran Church in 1965, John’s mind was]fo-
cused on many things other than serving the Lord. But thathegsath he had been traveling on most of his yg@ung
life. “I was raised in a somewhat dysfunctional fgrWe never went to church, and occasmnally my moteuld

drop us off at Sunday school, sometimes the same clamdhsometimes a differen
church.” GOd, my wife,

As a teenager, he joined the Church of Christ babause his best friend was a metrW-S church and

ber. John didn’t know it at the time, but the Holyr8piias working in his heart, utilizinghe friends we had
Christians to plant seeds and fulfill God's plan forlties For | know the plans | have foand have at Pil-
you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans toogivegegrim changed my
and a future [Jeremiah 29:11] life.”

God’s plan continued to reveal itself when skaafter coming home from the service
John married his wife Dorothy, who was a member of admatihchurch. John was confirmed by their pastor, b
was still focused on his busy family life. “I was Wwang, trying to make a living, went to church but still nehad
time for God nor did | think about it.” When they joinedgRm, he became friends with Bob Clark, a fellow m@¢m-
ber who was eager to get John involved in the churcht waswhen the ‘seeds’ God had given him began to sgrout
“| often think back at the fork in the road of my lifeh&re | could have chosen the wrong road, but for thes
God—He had a plan. | often wonder why God chose me to rigeabehis time, but I'm glad he did. God, my wffe,
this church and the friends we had and have at Pilgnm thanged my life.”

John adds that being a Christian carries a lotspioresibility and he stresses the importance of being aopa
church community. “It took me along time to realizet tbeerything | have belongs to Gpd
and | am only the caretaker. It's my duty to be a gooaastkof what | have. It's my resp
sibility to give back my time, my talent and my treasuréohn has long served Pilgrim asjan
usher, elder, vice chairman and chairman, multiple timéte also donates food and serying
volunteers for the school's Fall Carnival each yedohn and his wife Dorothy have bden
married 50 years and they have two children and three drioh@o.
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For%ﬁry

PRINCIPLES OF GIVING

It's essential to pray as you consider your gifts. You fimal it comforting to know that God has given us selvera
principles that we can apply.

The Stewardship Principle: Stewardship is recognizing that God already owns all tleapessess. It is also ac-
knowledgement that God provides the resources for our lvekthrough us, resources for the life and ministry of
Christ’s church. It is also the recognition that we @ccountable for what God has given us.

The Voluntary Principle: No one in our church is going to determine the amouanother’s gift. St. Paul said,
“Each should give what he has decided in his heart to giveetuctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver.”

The Sacrificial Principle: The wordsacrificecan be defined as “to set apart” or “to make holy.”usehose those
who gave sacrificially as models for giving. Further, gcrie makes clear that God measures the gift not in com
parison to others, but in relation to one’s resourcdsadnat is left over after the gift.

How Do We Reach our Goal? Through prayer and sacrificial giving. Indeed, our campaigalves “not equal
giving, but equal sacrifice.” Clearly, we don't all hakie same resources, but we can all sacrifice. Theuatnaod
your sacrifice is strictly between you and God.



